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The Monastery on the Mountain

By Frederick Smock

Last rays of the sun 
touch a range of clouds 
off the west side of our porch 

a soft pink light upon 
the cragheads 
and it is a mountain that we see 

there now high up 
in the evening sky floating 
like a water-color 

painting of a mountain 
pale and ethereal 
by a 7th-century Chinese monk 

and on that mountain 
a monastery so remote 
as to be unseen
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