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Merton’s Final Words

By Antoinette Voûte Roeder

“So I will disappear,”
he said.

And so he did, the sturdy
monk, shuffling from
the conference hall.

“Move,” said Rumi, “into the moment
of your death. Consider what

you truly want.”

The words, the act,
the tangle of

Big Me
released

in one electric moment

when he stepped into the
vastness that awaited

the freeing
dis appear
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