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PUBLICATIONS BY AND ABOUT THOMAS MERTON 

We continue with this issue of The Merton Seasonal to provide a "running bibliography" of publications by and about 
Thomas Merton which have been recently published and/ or acquisitioned by the Thomas Merton Studies Center. for a 
fuller listing of previous publications, the reader is referred to Marquita E. Breit & Robert E. Daggy, THOMAS MERTON: 
A COMPREHENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY (New York & London: Garland Publishing Company, 1986). The bibliography is 
now out of print. 

By MERTON 

1. Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander-excerpt. In "Voices of Kentucky: passages and images from a sprawling legacy;" 
comp. by Bob Hill. COURIER-JOURNAL MAGAZINE (6May1990): p. 16. 

2. "A monastic correspondence with Jean Leclercq, O.S.B. Ed. by Brother Patrick Hart. MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): 
pp. 3-35. 

3. · [The Wisdom of the Desert - Chinese) SHA MO DE CHIH HUI; trans. into Chinese (Hong Kong : Catholic Truth 
Society, 1989): 77 pages. 

About MERTON 

1. Allchin, A[rthur) Nl(acDonald). " [Review of) The Shining Wilderness, by Thomas Merton (ed. Aileen Taylor) 
& Thomas Merton on Prayer; ed. Tony Castle." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 310-311. 

2. Baumstein, Paschal, O.S.B. "Blakean roots of Merton's thought." Comment on "Monasticism as rebellion: Blakean 
roots of Merton's thought," by Michael W, Higgins. C/STERCIAN STUDIES 25 (1990): no. 2, bulletin no 454, 
pp. 419-420. 

3. Baumstein, Paschal, O.S.B. "Merton on human fallenness." Comment on "Thomas Merton on human fallenness," 
by Robert Imperato. C/STERCIAN STUDIES 25 (1990) : no. 2, bulletin no. 453, pp. 418-419. 

4. Biddle, Arthur William. "Merton letters to friends new and old." Review of The Road to Joy: Letters to New & Old 
Friends, by Thomas Merton (ed. Robert E. Daggy). CISTERCIAN STUDIES 25 (1990): no. 2, bulletin no. 446, 
pp. 410-412. 

5. Biddle, Arthur William." A second Merton Annual (1989) ." Comment on The Merton Annual 2; ed. Robert E. Daggy, 
et.a/. CISTERC/AN STUDIES 25 (1990): no. 2, bulletin no. 449, pp. 414-415. 

6. Boyd, Virginia. "Thomas Merton." Poem. MERTON SEASONAL 15 (Summer 1990) : no. 3, p. 21. 

7. Burghardt, Walter J., S.J. TO CHRIST I LOOK: HOMILIES AT TWILIGHT (New York/ Mahwah : Paulist Press, 1989): 
312 pages. · ($11.95] Section on Merton, pp. 64-65. 

8. Burns, Flavian, O.C.S.O. "Merton's contributions as teacher, writer and community member: an interview." 
Interview by Victor A. Kramer; ed. by Dewey W. Kramer. MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 71-89. 

9. Carr, Anne E. " 1Review of1 Honorable Reader: Reflections on My Work, by Thomas Merton (ed. Robert E. Daggy) 
& Thomas Merton's Art of Denial: The Evolution of a Radical Humanist, by David D. Cooper." JOURNAL OF 
RELIGION 70 (July 1990): no. 3, pp. 511. 

10. Chittiste r, Joan, O.S.B. "Of Moses' mother and Pharoah's daughter: a model of contemporary contemplation." 
MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990) : pp. 61-69. 

11. Conner, James, O.C.S.O. "The tension between solitude and sharing in the monastic life of Thomas Merton." 
MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 47-59. 



29 

12. Cooper, David D. "Report on work in progress : Thomas Merton's correspondence with literary figures." 
KATALLAGETE 11(Spring1990): no. 2, pp. 23-28. 

13. Corless, Roger J. "The Christian mystic as paganus redevivus: a hermeneutical suggestion." MERTON ANNUAL 3 
(1990): pp. 203-216. 

14. Cunningham, Lawrence S. "Thomas Merton: the monk as a critic of culture." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): 
pp. 187-199. 

15. Daggy, Robert Edward. " The continuing tsunami: 1989 in Merton scholarship and publication." MERTON ANNUAL 
3 (1990): pp. 2n-289. 

16. Daggy, Robert Edward. " The Louis Massignon/ Thomas Merton connection." Comment on Memoir o f a Friend: 
Louis Massignon, by Herbert Mason. C/STERCIAN STUDIES 25 (1990): no. 2, bulletin no. 455, p. 420. 

17. Daggy, Robert Edward. "Thomas Merton and the East: a reflection." MERTON SEASONAL 15(Summer1990): no. 3, 
pp. 2-3. 

18. Dear, John, S.J. "Gethsemani journal." THE CRITIC 44 (Summer 1990): no. 4, pp. 28-45. 

19. Dear, John, S.J. "Thomas Merton: 'the God of peace is never glorified by human violence'." In OUR GOD IS 
NON VIOLENT: WITNESSES IN THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE & JUSTICE, by John Dear (New York: Pilgrim Press, 1990): 
pp. 90-98. 

Includes discussion of Jesus Christ, Mohandas K. Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Jr., Dorothy Day, lta 
Ford, Maura Clarke, Dorothy Kazel, Jeah Donovan, Thomas Merton, James Douglass, and Daniel 
Berrigan. 

20. Dockery, Wilda. "To Thomas Merton." Poem. MERTON SEASONAL 15 (Summer 1990): no. 3, p. 29. 

21. Doriot, Thomas Jeanne, S.P. "Merton's little magazine." Comment on Monks Pond: Thomas Merton's Little 
Magazine; ed. Robert E. Daggy. CISTERCIAN STUDIES 25 (1990): no. 2, bulletin no. 450, p. 415. 

22. Downey, Michael. "[Review of] Honorable Reader: Reflections on My Work , by Thomas Merton (ed. Robert E. 
Daggy." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 293-295. 

23. Downey, Michael. " Merton and the Ennegram." Comment o~ "Redemption and melancholy: Thomas Merton and 
the Ennegram," by Suzanne Zuercher, O.S.B. CISTERCIAN STUDIES 15 (1990) : no. 2, bulletin no. 452, pp. 417-418. 

24. Foster, Diane, O.C.S.O. " [Review of] Thomas Merton in Alaska; introd. by Robert E. Daggy." MERTON ANNUAL 3 
(1990): pp. 305-309. 

25. Fox, Ruth M., O.S.B. "Thomas Merton'ssearch for wisdom as revealed in The Asian Journal." CISTERCIAN STUDIES 
25 (1990): no. 2, pp. 131-141. 

26. Greene, Jonathan. H[Review of) Monks Pond: Thomas Merton's Little Magazine; ed. Robert E. Daggy." MERTON 
ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 295-298. 

27. Griffith, Sidney Harrison. "Thomas Merton, Louis Massignon, and the challenge of Islam." MERTON ANNUAL 3 
(1990): pp. 151-172. 

28. Hall, Wade Henry. "A discernin·g essayist." Review of Random Essays: Recollections of a Publisher, by James 
Laughlin. MERTON SEASONAL 15 (1990): no: 3, pp. 23-24. 

29. Hart, Patrick, O.C.S.O. "The Center dialogue." Review of Preview of the Asian Journey, by Thomas Merton 
(ed. Walter H. Capps). MERTON SEASONAL 15(Summer1990): no. 3, pp. 23-24. 

30. Hart, Patrick, O.C.S.O. "Introduction." In "A monastic correspondence," by Thomas Merton & Jean Leclercq, 
O .S.B. MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 3-4. 

31. Hart, Patrick, O.C.S.O. "Merton's evaluation of Merton." Comment on Honorable Reader: Reflections on My 
Work , by Thomas Merton (ed. Robert E. Daggy). CISTERCIAN STUDIES 25 (1990): no. 2, bulletin no. 448, p. 413. 

32. Hart, Patrick, O.C.S.O. "Prelude to Merton's pilgrimage East." Comment on Preview of the Asian Journey, by 
Thomas Merton (ed. Walter H. Capps). CISTERCIAN STUDIES 25 (1990): no. 2, bulletin ·no. 447, pp. 412-413. 

33. Heiser, Charles J. ,,.(Review of) Monks Pond: Thomas Merton's Little Magazine; ed. Robert E. Daggy." THEOLOGY 
DIGEST 37 (Spring 1990): no. 1, p. 75. 
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34. Higgins, Michael W. "Merton and the real poets: paradise rebugged.' MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 175-186. 

35. Hinson, Edward Glenn. "Social involvement and spirituality." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 217-229. 

36. Holloway, James Young, & Saderholm, Mark J. ("Account of First General Meeting of the ITMS" ] in "About this 
issue." KA TALLAGETE 11 (Spring 1990): no. 2, p. 2. 

37. Imperato, Robert. "Thomas Merton on human fallenness." AMERICAN BENEDICTINE REVIEW 40 (1989): no. 4, ppp. 
408-415. 

38. Kikama, Yasuo. ("The influence of Gerard Manley Hopkins on the poetry of Thomas Merton - in connection with 
Duns Scotus"] "Tomasu Ma-aton no shi niokeru Jera-do Manri Hopukinzu no eikyou - Dounsu Sokotousu to 
kanrenshite." JOURNAL OF KOBE KA/SE/ JOSHI DAIGAKU 28(Decmebr1989): pp. 177-190. 

39. Kikama, Yasuo. ["Thomas Merton and the spirituality of the East") "Tomas Ma-aton to touyou no reisei.'' JOURNAL 
OF EICH/ DAIGAKU 24 (February 1990): pp. 133-150. 

40. Kocka, David. "Week of a visitor in a stranger's house." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 251-273. 

41. Kramer, Dewey Weiss. "[Review of] The Merton Tapes." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 311-320. 

42. Kramer, Victor Anthony. "Merton as a radical humanist." Review of Thomas Merton's Art of Denial: The Evolution 
of a Radical Humanist, by David D. Cooper. CISTERCIAN STUDIES 25 (1990): no. 2, bulletin no. 451, pp. 415-417. 

43. Labrie, Ross. "[Review of) Thomas Merton's Art of Denial: The Evolution of a Radical Humanist, by David D. 
Cooper." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 321-324. 

44. Leax, John. " (Review of) The Thomas Merton Poems: A Caravan of Poems, by J. S. Porter & Monks Pond, Old Hermit, 
Hai!: A Haiku Homage to Thomas Merton, by Ron Seitz." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 328-330. 

45. Leclercq, Jean, O .S.B. "Thomas Merton and St. Bernard of Clairvaux." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 37-44. 

46. Ledbetter, Jack Tracy. "Six haiku." MER YON SEASONAL 15 (Summer 1990):L no. 3, p. 15. 

47. Letson, Douglas Richard. "Foundations for renewal: an analysis of the shared reflections of Thomas Merton and 
Ernesto Cardenal." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 93-106. 

48. McKenna, Thomas F., C.M. "Thomas Merton and the renewal of religious dialogue.'' MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): 
pp. 107-118. 

49. (Madden, Mel). "Merton's words in China." MERTON SEASONAL 15 (Summer 1990): no. 3, p. 12. 

50. THE MERTON ANNUALJ; ed. by Robert E. Daggy, Brother Patrick Hart, Dewey W. Kramer, & Victor A. Kramer (New 
York: AMS Press, 1990): 359 pages. ($42.00) 

Includes essays & reviews by: A. M. Allchin; Flavian Burns, O.C.S.O.; Joan Chittister, 
O.S.B.; James Conner, O.C.S.O .; Roger J. Corless; Lawrence S. Cunningham; Robert E. 
Daggy; Michael Downey; Diane Foster,O.C.S.O.; Jonathan Greene; Sidney H. Griffith; 
Patrick Hart, O.C.S.O.; Michael W. Higgins; E. Glenn Hinson; David Kocka; Dewey W. 
Kramer; Ross Labrie; John Leax; Jean Leclercq, O.S.B.; Douglas R. Letson; Thomas F. 
McKenna,C.M.; Thomas Merton; Richard Moir; Karl A. Plank; Jane Marie Richardson, 
S.L.; Michael Rukstelis; Wi lliam H. Slavick; Bonnie B. Thurston. 

51. Moir, Richard. "[Review of] Conscience and Conflict: A Trilogy of One-Actor Plays: Thomas Merton, Pope John 
XXlll, Martin Luther, by Anthony T. Padovano. MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 324-327. 

52. Pearson, Paul M. " Journey to Sri Lanka and three poems." MERTON SEASONAL 15(Summer1990): no. 3, pp. 8-11. 

53. Pennington, M. Basil, O.C.S.O. "Merton's bell rings out in Thailand." MERTON SEASONAL 15(Summer1990): no. 3, 
pp. 13-14. 

54. Plank, Karl A. "Thomas Merton and Hannah Arendt: contemplation after Eichmann." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): 
pp. 121-150. 

55. Richardson, Jane Marie, S.L. " [Review of] The road to Joy: Letters to New & Old Friends, by Thomas Merton (ed. 
Robert E. Daggy)." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 300-304. 

56. Rukstelis, Michael. "Thomas Merton and the grey man." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 233-250. 
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57. Slavick, William H. "[Review of) For the Sake of the World: The Spirit of Buddhist and Christian Monasticism, by 
Patrick G. Henry & Donald K. Swearer." MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990) : pp. 330-334. 

58. Thurston, Bonnie Bowman. "[Review of] Preview of the Asian Journey, by Thomas Merton (ed. Walter H. Capps)." 
MERTON ANNUAL 3 (1990): pp. 298-300. 

59. Thurston, Bonnie Bowman. "Thomas Merton and Eastern religions: a bibliography." MERTON SEASONAL 15 
(Summer 1990): no. 3, pp. 16-21. 

60. Thurston, Burton B. " Merton's reflections on Sufism." MERTON SEASONAL 15 (Summer 1990): no. 3, pp. 4-7. 

61. Tobin, Mary Luke, S.L. "Merton on prayer: start where you are." VISION QUEST 5(Summer1990): no. 2, pp.1-4, 7-9. 

62. Villasana, Ana. "Of Merton and the East: a letter to the ITMS." MERTON SEASONAL 15(Summer1990): no. 3, p. 22. 

63. Weigel, George. "The flap over 'A Call for Reform': commentary : Merton's rolling in his grave." NATIONAL 
CATHOLIC REGISTER (18 March 1990): pp. 7-8. 

64. Winchester, Kay. "From the surface to the depths: a retreat at a Trappist monastery." Interview with Arthur W. 
Biddle. VERMONT CATHOLIC TRIBUNE (10 October 1989): p. 3. 

65. Young, Gary, C.R. "lconostasis for novices." Review of Modern Spiritual Writers: Their Legacies of Prayer, by 
Charles J. Healey, S.J. MERTON SEASONAL 15 (Summer 1990): no. 3, pp. 27-29. 

MERTON ISSUES: A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
by Edward Rice 

I saw the report in the Winter 1990 Merton Seasonal (and the reply by Kenneth Voiles) about " the question of 
updating Merton's language to be inclusive" and the mention that one pamphlet had already been "published and 
desexed." I don't know whether to be appa lled or sarcastic. Certainly, if the Church and her people are going to fix up the 
writings and work of her most prominent thinkers, why not start at the beginning and work up to the present? The Old 
Testament is in dreadful need of desexing, and the New Testament is hardly any better (what a job could be done on St. 
Paul!). Yes, let's get gender out of Catholic writing until every writer, thinker and theologian is a true castrato . . . But -
once Merton is "updated," can we expect the public to accept the new versions as authentic? What a wonderful 
opportunity for forgery! 

Another point in the same issue, opposite page ["Merton and the feminine: a reflection," by James R. Lauridson]. 
Writers on Merton generally deplore Ruth Merton as "a cold cerebral mother." And, "Certainly her actions at the time of 
her own death (sending young Tom a farewell letter and not allowing him to visit) would suggest this." But such 
statements show a lack of understanding of the facts. In the 1920s child rearing was, for educated and aware people, 
placed on a "scientific" basis. The popular guru was a man named Angelo Patri, who preached firm control, rigid 
schedules, no unnecessary "mothering" or babying, and feedings at fixed times only, no matter how loudly the infant 
cried for food. Ruth Merton, as a thoughtful and concerned mother, was merely following the most advanced teachings 
of the period. It was not until much later that the renowned Dr. Benjamin Spock broke with such "scientific" methods in 
favor of a return to the basic warmth of earlier ages when baby and mother were a unit. 

The other issue that re peatedly arises is Ruth Merton's sending young Tom a farewell letter and not allowing him to 
visit her as she lay dying in the hospital. At the time, chi ldren were not allowed to visit seriously ill patients, and the fact 
that Ruth was near death would have been considered psychologically bad for Tom should he see his mother. I must add 
that I speak from personal experience about the matter of 1920s child rearing. And a close relative, then age six, was also 
prevented as late as 1948 from seeing her father as he faced death in a New York hospital. Much as both father and 
daughter wanted one last embrace, they could only wave to each other, he from the window, the child from the street. 

You may note that in the first paragraph I spoke of the Church and " her people." Is Holy Mother Church also to be 
desexed? 

I think the issues are important and wi ll affect Merton studies one way or the other for many generations to come. 


